Tips for Scoring with an Analytic Rubric
1. Student writing samples rarely match the performance level descriptions in the rubric exactly. Students may demonstrate stronger control of some components in a scoring domain than others, and some components are more important in determining the overall score in each domain. 
2. For example, in Ideas in Informational Writing, a writer may demonstrate focus, include relevant supporting details, and sufficient information to explain the topic, but demonstrate little or no use of resources. Lack of evidence of the component Use of Resources would not prevent the writer from receiving a “Meets the Standard” performance level in Ideas.

3. In Organization, a student paper might contain an introduction, body, and conclusion, but show little evidence of the use of transitions between ideas. Lack of control in the component of Transitions would not prevent the writer from receiving a “Meets the Standard” performance level in the scoring domain of Organization if an organizational pattern is evident and the related ideas are generally grouped together.

4. In Conventions, a student paper might contain correct sentences, usage, capitalization and spelling, but demonstrate little control in the mechanics component of punctuation. In this case, even frequent errors in Punctuation would not prevent the writer from receiving a “Meets the Standard” performance level in the scoring domain of Conventions.
5. In general, if a student paper fits most of the component descriptions in one of the three performance levels, then that is the performance level which should be assigned.

6. When student competence in a domain of writing is mixed, it is helpful to look at the overall domain statement at the top of each box in the rubric:
a. Ideas: the degree to which the writer establishes a focus and develops the main points with examples, facts, anecdotes, and details.

b. Organization: the degree to which the ideas are arranged in a clear order with an introduction, body, and conclusion.

c. Style: The degree to which the writer controls language to capture the reader’s interest.

d. Conventions: the degree to which the writer demonstrates control of sentence formation, usage, and mechanics.

7. These statements describe the “big picture” in each scoring domain, and can help grade three teachers focus more on the whole than the parts. Although the new Grade Three Scoring rubrics are analytic, each domain should be scored holistically.

8. Each performance level represents a range of student competence. Not all “Meets the Standard” or “Exceeds the Standard” papers look the same or demonstrate exactly the same skill level in each component.
9. Reviewing the sample papers in the Assessment and Instructional Guide/PowerPoint is the best way to determine where a student paper fits into the three performance levels.
10. If a student writing sample is extremely difficult to score for any reason, collecting another sample might be appropriate.
